
C O U N T R Y  P R O F I L E S 

Slovak Republic

The research into literature on Slovakia’s approach to international cultural policy suggests a 
positive attitude towards cooperation with other European countries vis-à-vis the rest of the world 
and this is demonstrated, in one way, by its involvement and commitment to the aims of the 
Visegrád group. 

Slovakia’s foreign policy is characterised by the active development of forms of cooperation. 
Slovakia regards activities in the fields of culture, science and technology as “effective 
components of foreign policy.” These activities are viewed as constitutive conditions “for bringing 
people and nations closer to one another and for eliminating social and political barriers.” 
However, common European action in the field of culture should not infringe upon the principle of 
subsidiarity.

Slovakia considers an active approach to issues such as respect for human rights and 
freedoms as a “moral imperative” and as an “investment into the future growth and prosperity of 
the world.” Other axioms of Slovakia’s foreign policy are: respect for international law, expanding 
the space of democracy, freedom, peace, stability and prosperity, respect for fundamental human 
rights and solidarity among nations.

Both the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Culture are active in international 
cultural cooperation. The Ministry of Education is active in international educational cooperation.

M i n i s t r y  o f  F o r e i g n  a f f a i r s
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs is responsible for the development of relations with other states 
and the cooperation with multinational and international organisations, in particular in the area of 
foreign and security policy, bilateral relations, economic cooperation, culture, science, technology, 
and education. The Ministry also monitors the observance of the rights of Slovak citizens abroad 
and presents and spreads information about Slovakia abroad. However, according to an 
EFAH/Interarts report, culture does not in practice play a central role in Slovakian foreign policy, 
perhaps due to financial restraints of the state budget.

The Ministry maintains a network of cultural institutes since 1993. They were established by 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Slovak Republic, and are managed by the Ministry’s Bilateral 
Relations Section, and directed by the Cultural Contacts and Expatriates Department. They also 
cooperate with the Ministry of Culture and the Ministry of Education. The Slovak Institutes present 
Slovakia and Slovak culture abroad and disseminate objective information and knowledge of 
Slovakia, and promote local entrepreneurial, investment and tourism opportunities. The institutes 
also maintain ties with expatriate communities. 

Through its development agency - SlovakAid - Slovakia wishes to share its experience of the 
process of democratic transition. Some non-governmental organisations are active in “civil 
diplomacy,” especially in the field of democratisation processes of neighbouring countries.

M i n i s t r y  o f  C u l t u r e  
The Ministry of Culture is currently in the process of reform. Following the announcement by the 
Slovakian government in 2002 that it will “prepare and implement a strategy for the presentation 
of Slovak culture and arts abroad,” the Ministry of Culture created a Draft Strategy of the State 
Cultural Policy that was presented in Autumn 2004. Its strategic goal in international cultural 
relations is to promote Slovak culture and artistic creation abroad and to support cultural activities 
with Slovak expatriate communities. The Government’s policy statement also mentions the 
presentation of foreign cultures in the Slovak republic in line with existing agreements on cultural 
cooperation and other international commitments. Priority areas include:



• protection of cultural heritage;
• support of art and artistic creation; 
• development of the media environment;
• support of culture of ethnic minorities.
The Ministry of Culture is responsible for multilateral cooperation in the cultural field, and for the 
monitoring and administration of bilateral and trilateral treaties and agreements, following the 
policies of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The Pro Slovakia State Funds for culture support cultural activities on a project-by-project 
approach, which includes projects with an international dimension (EFAH/Interarts).

Slovakia is part of the Visegrád group, and participates in the Central European Initiative 
(CEI) and in the Community of the Danube countries (AGRE). Slovakia supports the further 
development of regional cooperation and regards the experiences of the Visegrád Group a 
potential example for the Central European Initiative. Slovakia is also an observer in the 
Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie (OIF).

P o l i c y  f o c u s  
Slovakia’s goals in international cultural policy are the promotion of Slovak culture abroad and the 
support of cultural activities with Slovak expatriate communities.  

G e o g r a p h i c a l  f o c u s  
Slovakia’s international relations claim to focus on Central European, Eastern (especially the 
Czech Republic, Poland, Hungary and Austria) and South Eastern countries, including the 
Western Balkans, Ukraine, Belarus and Russia. The Member States of the EU, especially 
Germany and smaller EU Member States, and the members of NATO provide additional focus. 
Slovakia also states that it aims to expand relations with the Middle East.

Slovakia houses seven cultural institutes within the EU: Germany (Berlin), Poland (Warsaw), 
Czech Republic (Prague), Hungary (Budapest), Austria (Vienna), Italy (Rome) and France 
(Paris).
Slovakia is also active within the framework of the four countries of Visegrád 
(V4 – Poland, Slovakia, the Czech Republic and Hungary). This group is now committed to 
helping other non-EU countries in the region.

Further commitment to collaboration with neighbouring countries can be seen in that:
• Slovakia has three cultural institutes housed within neighbouring non-EU countries: Romania 

(Bucharest) and Bulgaria (Sofia) and Russia (Moscow);
• Slovakia takes part in the Central European Initiative (CEI) and in the Community of the 

Danube countries (AGRE).

This emphasis on collaboration in the region is not surprising as Hungarians, Romany, Czechs, 
Moravians, Ruthenians, Ukrainians, Carpathian Germans, Poles and Croats form a large group of 
minorities within the country. These, as well as Slovak communities living abroad, present a 
potential base for trans-national cooperation activities.
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