COUNTRY PROFILES

Czech Republic

It is clearly stated in literature on the Czech Republic’s approach to international cultural policy
that it acknowledges the benefits, and is supportive of, EU cooperation with other non-European
countries throughout the world.

This is most strongly demonstrated in the signing of the Declaration of Prime Ministers of the
Visegrad Group (Czech Republic, Republic of Hungary, Republic of Poland and the Slovak
Republic). This regional group has been working together since the first Visegrad declaration in
1991 with a view to European integration. The second declaration was signed in light of
accession to the EU and commits the partners to cooperate, help and share knowledge with
neighbouring countries in Eastern and South Eastern European countries within the framework of
EU policies.

The Czech Republic also shows its openness to work internationally in cultural matters by
joining the Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie (OIF) as an observer.

The Czech Republic is also an active member of UNESCO. In fact, the Strategy of Culture
State Promotion (cultural policy), which was prepared by the Ministry of Culture, has been
inspired by UNESCO documents.

Ministry o f Foreign Affairs
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has supreme responsibility for signing international cultural
agreements. The Department is divided into two main units — the Cultural Relations Unit and the
Relations with Czechs Living Abroad Unit. In the cultural field, the Department has been actively
cooperating with the majority of Czech diplomatic missions abroad in the preparation of various
cultural events. It draws up plans annually offering cultural events like touring exhibitions and film
shows to individual diplomatic missions. The Department also assists diplomatic missions in
organising events, which they sponsor themselves or with local organisers. Besides this, the
Department sends Czech films to the diplomatic missions to be shown within film festivals and
other events organised abroad. The presentation of the country abroad, relations with Czechs
living abroad and dialogue with non-governmental organisations are also important aspects of
diplomacy. Falling within the responsibilities of the Department is the agenda of cultural
agreements, i.e. bilateral agreements on cooperation in the field of culture, education and
science.

Ministry o f Culture
According to the official website of the Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic, the Ministry
works, through EU programmes, in a number of countries. Beyond European programmes the
Ministry also works with UNESCO and WIPO.

The Department of Regional and Ethnic Culture fulfils the task of the Ministry as a central
governmental agency in the sphere of cultural-educational activities and ethnic culture. It is
responsible for:

» securing (in cooperation with the Foreign Department) professional activities connected with
the foreign contacts of teams and individuals in the area of non-professional art implemented
for the purpose of representation abroad on the authority of the Ministry

« ensuring the fulfilment of tasks of the Ministry in the sphere of the culture of ethnic minorities
and foreigners.

Policy focus



The primary aim of Czech foreign policy is to promote and protect national interests, including in
the wider context a peaceful, unified, stable, safe and prosperous Europe. The Czech Republic
pursues its foreign policy within the European integration process and the firm Euro-Atlantic
Alliance. The key Czech foreign policy priorities in the 2003 - 2006 period, set by the Government
Policy Statement of 5 August 2002, have (in terms of issues relating to culture) the following
priorities; developing good neighbourly relations; enhancing regional cooperation; developing
relations with other countries and international organisations on bilateral and multilateral bases
with special attention to the economic dimension of foreign policy and; efficiently promoting the
Czech Republic abroad.

Geographical focus
According to statements on the official websites visited, it could be assumed that the Czech
Republic pays particular geographical attention to its European Union partners, in particular those
of the Visegrad group, neighbouring countries (namely those of the European Free Trade
Association) and countries of East and South East Europe including Ukraine, the Russian
federation and other CIS countries; the USA and Canada; the Russian Federation and Ukraine
(mainly on security); and other CIS countries. It furthermore claims that through EU policy it is
able to have relations also with Asia, Africa, Australia and Latin America.

The above statements can be seen reflected in the distribution of cultural institutes. For
example, the Czech Republic has cultural institutes stationed within nine EU countries, above all
in close neighbouring countries: Germany (Berlin, Dresden and Munich), Austria (Vienna),
Slovakia (Bratislava), Poland (Warsaw), the Netherlands (Amsterdam and the Hague), Belgium
(Brussels), United Kingdom (London), France (Paris), Sweden (Stockholm). The Czech Republic
also has cultural institutes in four non-EU neighbourhood countries: Romania (Bucharest),
Bulgaria (Sofia) and the Ukraine (Kiev), and Russia (Moscow).

In North America, cooperation is mainly based on security and economic alliance. However,
the Czech Republic does have a cultural institute in the USA (New York).
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